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April 14, 2020 

 

 

Dear Class of 2020 Senior and Family:  

 

Class of 2020, as we promised you when you were 8th graders, if you do what you need to, you 

will walk across the stage.  

 

Over the last few weeks, we have discussed several options to ensure that every student and 

family will be able to celebrate this special accomplishment.  As time goes on, we will continue 

to monitor and assess the COVID 19 situation, and will make all decisions with safety in mind 

and adhering to current guidelines.  

 

We have come up with three options for this year's graduation. Regardless of which option we 

pursue, we will have our guest speaker, our top 5 speeches will take place, you will receive your 

diploma as you walk across the stage, and you will have your tassel moved. We will keep the 

promise of graduation for you.   

 

One option is traditional and others are not, but know that regardless, you will walk across the 

stage to culminate your time at Rappahannock High School and celebrate overcoming trials and 

achieving successes, before you begin the next stage of your life. Like everything else we have 

experienced so far in 2020, our non-traditional option will require some sacrifice, and extra time, 

but will be well worth it.  

 

Our first option, the traditional graduation ceremony, will only occur if the Governor removes 

restrictions on large group gatherings prior to the June 10, 2020 deadline. If this decision is made 

by May 13, 2020, then we will proceed with the traditional 9:00 A.M. ceremony in the RHS New 

Gym on May 30, 2020. 

 

Our second option, the non-traditional option, will occur if the Governor continues restrictions 

on large group gatherings through June 10, 2020 or later. If this decision stays in place, we will 

proceed with a non-traditional graduation ceremony in the RHS Auditorium. This will require 

some patience and flexibility, but will give you, the graduate and five guests, the opportunity to 

come into the RHS Auditorium, see you walk across the stage, hear your name announced as you 

receive your diploma, and have your tassel moved as you exit the stage. We know choosing only 

five guests is a difficult decision, but we will be video recording each student participating in the 

graduation exercise. Once all of our Class of 2020 graduates have received their diplomas, we 

will work with our IT Department to put together an entire ceremony into video format, just like 

you would have watched on Facebook Live during the traditional ceremony.  We will have our 

guest speaker, Mr. Colin Yackel, give his speech. The top five will give their speeches, and you 
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will have your moment to walk across the stage, have your tassel moved, and exit the stage in 

your moment. Dr. Smith will give his graduation proclamation and you will be alumni of RHS, 

and you will have walked across the stage.  

 

The third option, is that you may choose individually not to attend any ceremony, either 

traditional or non-traditional, and receive your diploma in the mail or by picking it up at RHS, if 

you and your family are concerned about participating in any event occurring during COVID 19. 

We certainly respect and understand that some graduates and their families will not want to be in 

any public setting, and will certainly work with you on an individual basis in a way that is most 

comfortable for you and your family, in the future, if you want to recreate this moment.  

 

Seniors, please check your RCPS email, where you will receive a link to complete a Google 

survey about your intention to participate in the non-traditional ceremony, if it were to occur. 

This survey will be available the week of April 27, 2020-May 1, 2020. If you do not have 

internet capability, then please contact me and we will get you a paper copy. 

 

This moment of you walking across the stage represents a tremendous amount of care and love 

for you, your families, the community, and RCPS educators.  

 

We are thankful for the support of our RHS Teachers and Staff, School Board Members, 

Superintendent, School Board Office team members, and many others in the community as we 

navigate these uncharted waters. 

 

If I can be of further assistance, please feel free to contact me via the phone at (804) 333-3127 or 

via email at dferguson@richmond-county.k12.va.us.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Mr. David Ferguson 

Principal 
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